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EX SPORTS
ROAD MAP / EVENT & MILESTONES  

EX Sports is focused on educating the sporting industry on the uses and benefits of 
Blockchain. Although the company has only recently been established, its management 
team brings over 50 years of hands-on experience in the sporting industry. Despite its 
relatively short existence, the company has been extremely active and has already achieved 
a number of key milestones.

Through its partnership with Blockshine, EX Sports has secured access to a global network of 
knowledge and talents, while the company’s engagement with BVV underscores the 
legitimacy of its activities.

The completion of the recent Urban Youth Tournament in Bangkok under the Blockchain 
for Good banner underlined the positive impact that both EX Sports and Blockchain 
can have on sport at all levels. Having raised awareness among many international partners, 
the Urban Youth Tournament’s success has enabled EX Sports and the event co-organizer, 
United Through Sports (UTS), to expand the Blockchain for Good project into South America 
and the Middle East.

EX Sports remains committed to its important mission of educating the sports community 
on how Blockchain can be used for the good of all, from federations to athletes and fans. 
In this respect, EX Sports has strengthened its relationship with Sport Accord and GAISF to 
continue working as a trusted partner and to provide speakers for upcoming conventions in 
Lausanne, Fort Lauderdale and Beijing 2020.
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2019

Signed Agreement with UTS and 
launched Bangkok Youth Games 
(Charity Project)

Presented EX Sports at Sport Accord 
Goald Coast

Signed Agreement with AIMS 
(Alliance of all independend Sports)

March 8th, Bangkok - Thailand 

May 12th, Gold Coast - Australia 

May 13th, Gold Coast Australia 

 ` EX Sport’s Blockchain for Good project
 ` Under patronage of the Olympic Commitee, 

GAISF and AIMS
 ` Received support and recognition of the NOC in 

Thailand  

 ` Presented the case study with JJIF to all members 
of the Olympic committee and over 100  
international sport federations. 

 ` Got invited from Ban Ki Moon to participate at 
the Mastership World Games in Korea which 
allows EX Sports to expand partnerships.

 ` With over 30 active members in AIMS, this  
partnership will allow EX Sports to partner and 
work with over 30 sport federations and access 
millions of athletes and sport fans. 

Signed and engaged with BVV
January, Zurich - Switzerland

 ` BVV is the market leading advisor to the tech and 
blockchain industry. With offices in Switzerland 
and Singapore, BVV is one of the pioneers of 
regulated blockchain industry investments.             
    
 

Signed MOU with JJIF at the Abu 
Dhabi World Pro
April 15th, Abu Dhabi - UAE

 ` Development of joint venture streaming platform 
(JJIF.TV) which will be linked to other digital assets 
including the digital collectibles produced by EX 
Sports and launched at the international world 
championships in Abu Dhabi. 

EX SPORTS
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JAN

MAR

MAY

MAY

APR

The SPOT Conference in Lausanne
May 28th, Lausanne - Switzerland

 ` EX Sports got selected and invited to present the 
case study at the SPOT Conference in Lausanne. 

 ` Partnered with Dapper Labs to develop EX Sports 
collectibles on ETH technology. 

 ` Met with Singapore Sports Council to discuss 
partnership for South East Asian Games. 
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EX Sports and Blockshine China 

2019, World Martial Arts Mastership 

August 25th, Shanghai - China 

August 30th, Chungchu - South Korea 

 ` Official partnership announcement between both 
parties 

 ` Further develop the EX-Change platform which 
will become the exclusive crypto exchange  
platform of EX Sports. 

 ` VIP attendance of EX Sports at the World Arts 
Mastership Games in South Korea 

 ` 4.000 participating athletes from 22 different 
combat sports

Signed MOU with IFMA at the Amateur 
World Championships in Bangkok
July 20th, Bangkok - Thailand 

 ` +2,000 participants from over 102 countries 
 ` EX Sports will be the exclusive partner for 
 ` collectibles and take over the member  

management platform of the Amateur and  
Professional  Federation. 

Grand Opening of the Blockchain 
Centre  Bangkok.
July 28th, Bangkok - Thailand 

 ` In bringing its newest Blockchain Centre to  
Bangkok, Blockshine collaborated closely with 
local sports industry group, EX Sports. With 
Blockchain becoming increasingly embedded in 
the global sporting community, the partnership 
with EX Sports offers many advantages for all 
concerned parties.

JUL

AUG

Press Conference of EX Sports & 
partnership with DEPA Thailand

July 29th, Bangkok - Thailand
 ` At a high-profile press conference jointly orga-

nized with Thailand’s Digital Economy Promotion 
Agency (DEPA) in Bangkok’s Gaysorn Tower on 
July 29, EX Sports announced its official launch 
in Thailand and immediately began outlining 
its plans to develop Blockchain-based solutions 
aimed at addressing many of the problems 
currently facing a number of teams, athletes and 
fans in the world of sport today.
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EX Sports events in Dubai & 
Singapore

Launch of Collectible Cards / MMA 
at the UAE Warriors event in UAE

EX Fund Me - Presentation at the 
IF Forum in Lausanne 

October 9th, Singapore 

October 18th, Abu Dhabi - UAE

October 28th, Lausanne - Switzerland 

 ` Announce regional partnerships including  
Singapore Sports Council and the Maktoum 
Innovation Fund. 

 ` Educate regional sports coumminity about the 
benefits of blockchain technology. 

 ` Launch and announce the first partnership with 
international established MMA brand allowing 
fans to engange with athletes. 

 ` Present the case study with the Greek  
government at the IF Forum in Lausanne and 
launch of EX Fund Me.  

EX Sports presentation at the 
ASEAN conference in Bangkok
September 2nd, Bangkok - Thailand 

 ` Presentation of EX Sports at the ASEAN  
conference in Bangkok and reaching out to the 
regional start up community. 

SEP

OCT

THE FUTURE SUMMIT PAKISTAN
September 18th, Karachi - Pakistan 

 ` Presentation of EX Sports and announcement of 
partnership between Pakistan government and 
EX Sports.

Partnership announcement with 
ASAN 
September 24th, Baku - Azerbajan

 ` Launch of Blockchain Centre Azerbajan and 
announcement of partnership.

 ` Launch of regional office that will focus on  
Turkey, Russia and Iran.  

EX Sports Press Conference Athens
September 26th, Athens - Greece

 ` Partnership announcement between the Ministry 
of Sports and EX Sports to provide the crowd-
funding  technology for all sport federations and 
athletes in Greece. 

October 15th, Dubai - UAE
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Sport Accord - Regional South America 
December 10 - 11th, Fort Lauderdale - USA

December 13 - 20th, Abu Dhabi - UAE

 ` Showcase regional activites and South American 
projects related to EX Sports

 ` Investor relation meetings for all potential  
investors from the US

 ` Announcement of 2 additional board members. 

 ` + 1.200 participants from over 30 countries 
 ` Partnership announcement of Lebanon and the 

UAE regarding the crowdfunding project      for 
national teams in the Middle East and GCC region 

Launch of the collectibles cards 
(Muaythai) at the European
Championship in Minsk
November 4-10th, Minsk - Belarus 

 ` Official launch of the EX Sports collectible cards in 
partnership with a sports federation

 ` 1,000 participating athletes

Launch of the collectible cards 
(Jiu Jitsu) at the IJJF World 
Championships in Abu Dhabi
November 15th - 23rd, Abu Dhabi - UAE

 ` 1,600 participating athletes  
 ` Official launch of JJIF.TV 

NOV

DEC

Partnership announcement with 
Team Nogueira for regional charity 
November 27th,  Rio De Janeiro - Brazil  

 ` Expand EX Sports “Blockchain for Good”  
campaign in South America by partnering with 
UFC brand ambassador “Rodrigo Nogueira” 

 ` 6,000 participating kids  

Asian Championships in Abu Dhabi

December 4th,  Medellin - Columbia 

 ` Invite the regional sports community and educate 
them about the benefits of blockchain. 

 ` Showcase regional charity activities including 
Sport is your Gang Campaign Medellin. 

Partnership announcement with 
Sport is your Gang  and EX Sports 
event in Medellin
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EX SPORTS LAUNCHES IN BANGKOK AND SETS 
TO WORK ON USING BLOCKCHAIN TO SOLVE 
SPORTS’ PROBLEMS

At a high-profile press conference jointly organized with Thailand’s Digital Economy Promo-
tion Agency (DEPA) in Bangkok’s Gaysorn Tower on July 29, EX Sports announced its official 
launch in Thailand and immediately began outlining its plans to develop Blockchain-based 
solutions aimed at addressing many of the problems currently facing a number of teams, 
athletes and fans in the world of sport today.

In addition to announcing the launch of EX Sports, the press conference was also called to 
outline the current status of the global sporting community, identify key areas in need of 
support and development, and explore potential solutions. A number of prestigious guests 
from the global sports community were invited to share their insights into these topics, while 
EX Sports also introduced some of the projects the company has been working on with 
various partners across the world of sports.

First to take the stage was keynote speaker, Mr Stephan Fox. In his roles as Vice President of 
GAISF and President of AIMS, Fox has a greater understanding than most of the issues 
currently facing both amateur and professional sports of all kinds and at all levels. He used 
his keynote speech to introduce many of these issues.

CEO of EX Sports Thailand, Mr Kata Boonsin, followed this by making a technical 
presentation of two of the projects the company has been actively developing over the past 
year. Both driven by Blockchain, the two projects are aimed at increasing the participation 
of fans in sport. The first initiative involves a secure platform for the trading of digital sports 
collectibles, while the second project provides a transparent system of sponsoring individual 
athletes, with a particular focus on financing up-and-coming amateur athletes.
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EX Sports believes that its Blockchain solutions can also make sport more accessible to the 
fans in other ways. Co-founder of EX Sports, Seth Fishman, gave a detailed overview of the 
equine industry and the difficulties faced by anyone trying to get into this industry. Fishman 
then described how Blockchain can give ordinary fans the opportunity to get involved and 
even “own” a part of the industry.

Mr Panagiotis Theodoropoulos, President of the Ju-Jitsi International Federation (JJIF), 
confirmed that his organization has already signed a partnership agreement with EX Sports 
and developed a case study which was presented to the international sports community at 
the recent Sport Accord 2019 Summit in the Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia. With the sup-
port of EX Sports, the JJIF is now preparing to launch its own digital collectibles in Abu Dhabi in 
November.

Blockchain for the good of sport was a theme that continued throughout the conference. Ms 
Julia Gonvinden, CEO of United Through Sport (UTS)—a not-for-profit organization that focuses 
on using the power of sport to help disadvantaged children across the world—was also keen 
to look at how Blockchain can help its cause. With UTS currently exploring ways of extending 
its work into Thailand, the organization is carefully considering opportunities of partnering 
with EX Sports on ways of utilizing Blockchain to bring in charitable contributions to the orga-
nization’s programs.

Representing the Blockchain community was Ms Ratchata Sethworatej, CEO of Blockchain 
Centre Bangkok, while Sam Lee from Blockchain International flew in from China. 
Lee described the strong partnership that his organization has developed with EX Sports. 
He then went on to talk about the relevant regulation of Blockchain before concluding with 
examples of how Blockchain can help sport overcome many of the problems it is currently 
facing.
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Blockchain makes an impact at Sportaccord World Sport & Business Summit. The 2019 
SportAccord Convention was once again hailed as a major success with this year’s summit 
topic: The Future of Big Data and Analytics. There were many world-class speakers, with 
keynote speaker Heinrich Zetlmayer, General Partner at Blockchain Valley Ventures. 
Mr Zetlmayer delivered a presentation depicting the usage of blockchain for the good of 
sport. EX Sport, who works under the motto “Blockchain is good” for sport, used pilot projects 
to demonstrate how blockchain can be utilized for the good of sport.

USING BLOCKCHAIN FOR THE GOOD OF SPORT

A case study was made in collaboration with the International Jujitsu federation and 
information was given to the International Federations showcasing opportunities blockchain 
can provide to sport and towards the betterment of society.

EX Sport has already made a partnership with United Through Sports (UTS) for various 
projects, making donations towards youth from challenged backgrounds and funding has 
been given to establish fields of play in Bangkok. EX Sports have also sponsored Urban events 
in the region to promote a healthy and active lifestyle for the youth and have fully supported 
the UTS initiative on the Gold Coast which included keynote speakers; IOC President 
Dr Thomas Bach, the 8th Former General Secretary Ban Ki Moon, His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal and many others.

Toli Makris, EX Sports Co-founder stated “EX Sport will continue to nurture this important 
relationship, giving disadvantaged youth a belonging. Some of these youth have been flown 
into the Gold Coast to give them an opportunity to be a part of the festival. The smiles of 
these youth inspire us to continue to cooperate with sporting organizations such as UTS to 
utilize sport as a platform towards social change”.
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BLOCKCHAIN CENTRE COMES TO BANGKOK 
THROUGH PARTNERSHIP WITH EX SPORTS

Blockshine expanded its international network into Thailand last week when it opened its 
first Blockchain Centre in Bangkok. The newly-opened Bangkok office is the global non-profit 
education and knowledge hub’s sixteenth centre and was opened through collaboration with 
Bangkok-based sports group, EX Sports.

Since opening its first centre in Melbourne, Australia in 2014, Blockshine’s global network has 
expanded to include sixteen centres in thirteen countries across the world with centre’s in 
Australia, China, the United Arab Emirates, Singapore, the USA, Canada, Russia, Malaysia, 
Lithuania, Colombia, Montenegro, Pakistan and now Thailand.

As a non-profit organization, Blockshine is dedicated to supporting the ever-growing Block-
chain community by promoting blockchain technology, educating users, collaborating with 
local partners and providing regulatory support.

Blockchain Centres serve as a hub bringing together computer enthusiasts, developers, 
technical talents, Internet industry executives and entrepreneurs from various industries to 
develop a Blockchain ecosystem with a focus on international cooperation and an open 
exchange of information.
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In bringing its newest Blockchain Centre to Bangkok, Blockshine collaborated closely with 
local sports industry group, EX Sports. With Blockchain becoming increasingly embedded in 
the global sporting community, the partnership with EX Sports offers many advantages for all 
concerned parties.

EX Sports has itself been very active in seizing the opportunities that Blockchain offers both 
athletes and sports fans alike, with a number of projects already in various stages of develop-
ment. EX Sports aims to leverage its partnership with Blockshine to support the development 
of its own global sporting network.

Speaking on the potential of the partnership, EX Sports co-founder Toli Makris commented, 
“Blockchain Centres offer a global network where ideas can be shared and projects can be 
developed and showcased. But most importantly for us, the centres help to educate our own 
sports network and the regional communities about the technology, how it can be used, how 
is increases transparency, how the regulatory environment works.”

While EX Sports will continue to work closely with Blockshine and its Bangkok Blockchain Cen-
tre, Makris stressed that EX Sports has no intention of becoming part of the crypto commu-
nity. “We are completely focused on the global sporting community that we have developed 
over the past fifteen years,” Makris explained. “Our mission is to educate the sporting com-
munity on how they can develop virtual merchandise and build transparency. In particular, 
we want to empower sports federations and organisers to participate in the Blockchain com-
munity and take advantage of all the benefits this technology has to offer, for the federations, 
their athletes and the fans.”
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LEVERAGING BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY 
FOR TRANSPARENCY IN ATHLETES’ 
CROWDFUNDING IN THE SPORTS INDUSTRY

In recent years, crowdfunding has become a major tool for funding athletes and team as it 
has gradually become difficult to secure government support financially for proper 
efficiency. When we speak of crowdfunding, the traditional thought has always been 
towards businesses or startups seeking to raise funds from the public to bring their 
innovative ideas to life. Thanks to platforms like GoFundme, Indiegogo and several others, 
individuals and businesses have been able to raise funds for different causes. 

However, recently several platforms have been developed, with a focus on raising funds for 
athletes and teams. These platforms give opportunities to athletes to raise funds from fans 
and the general public for sports purposes or to achieve a set goal that is sport 
related.

Crowdfunding opens more doors to athletes to access funding, especially from their fans 
whether to represent their countries at a national level or at local events. There have been 
stories of successful athletes who raised needed funds via crowdfunding platforms. Apart 
from well known ways of raising funds for athletes like hosting events, searching for 
sponsors, crowdfunding today has grown to be one of the most popular and cheapest means 
of raising funds in the sports industry.
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THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY IN 
THE CROWDFUNDING PROCESS LEADING 
TO ABUSE OF FUNDS

Whilst crowdfunding appears to be a more sustainable means of raising funds for athletes 
and fans can express their support financially to their favorites, there appears to be a lack of 
transparency as to how the funds are being used by these athletes. 

There isn’t enough accountability measures in place to ensure that these athletes actually use 
this funds for the intended purpose or if they genuinely needed the funds in the first place. 
Toli Makris, an expert in the sports industry with over 15 years experience and 
having organized over 100 sports events worldwide, shared on the abuse of funds by 
athletes who crowdfund. Using the UAE Jiu Jitsu Federation as a key example, he 
highlights how athletes have raised funds in the past and never showed up at the events. 
“The UAE JJ Federation is spending millions of dollars every year to establish Abu Dhabi as a 
sports hub in the Middle East and attract international athletes to compete in qualifiers and 
championships that lead up to the Abu Dhabi Championship. However, over the last 5 years, 
there have been many athletes that have raised money on crowdfunding platforms and used 
the Abu Dhabi events as a reference but then these athletes never showed up and that’s why 
the federation and sports council is looking for better solutions,” he says. 

Cases like these happen when there are no structures in place to verify and track how funds 
are being used by these athletes. This makes it easy for athletes to raise funds for personal 
purposes other than actually stated on the crowdfunding platforms. 

This lack of transparency is one that should be keenly addressed, and better lasting 
solutions be developed to ensure accountability and authenticity.
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HOW BLOCKCHAIN CAN FOSTER 
TRANSPARENCY IN CROWDFUNDING

Blockchain technology is one tech that can be incorporated to create a framework that 
provides transparency and can keep track of funds crowdfunded for athletes and what they 
are used for. Makris who is also the Co-Founder of  EX-Sports, believes blockchain can help 
create an authenticity solution that checkmates the lack of transparency.  

Via blockchain based digital IDs, EX-Sports has created an effective solution to properly track 
athlete funding and how the funding is used. Blockchain technology ensures that the crowd-
funding process from raising capital to distribution is transparent. When funds are raised, 
the total amount and sources are securely recorded on the blockchain. Likewise, when the 
funds are distributed, every transaction is recorded on the blockchain. This way, crowd-
funders can keep track of how the funds are being distributed - in this case to athletes.

Speaking on how this platform will ensure compliance and athletes actually use the funds 
for intended purposes, Makris says, “We are currently working with the International 
Federation of Jiu Jitsu and Abu Dhabi to launch it by November for the upcoming World 
Championship in Abu Dhabi. First of all we will work closely with the federation to ensure 
that all of these athletes are members of the federation and even qualified to participate 
at the events. Then we will structure deals with our commercial partners to make sure that 
they incorporate our service (airlines, hotel partners, restaurants etc). These partners 
normally contribute cash to the event but now we are bartering the deals to receive more 
of the services that we can then offer to the athletes.” Blockchain technology in other words 
will bring a form of standardization to crowdfunding as all the transactions carried out are 
digitally recorded making more convenient and easier to track compliance. This stands to be 
beneficial to all parties involved. 

Decentralization and a distributed ledger framework is a laudable first step towards 
facilitating transparency in the crowdfunding business. The is why blockchain plays 
a vital role in ensuring this. When transparency and accountability are guaranteed, the 
confidence of donors will be further boosted as the fears of whether they’re donating to 
a right cause will be eliminated. Also, athletes who crowdfund are held accountable for the 
funds they raise. 

Solutions like these are what the sports industry needs for a more sustainable means 
of raising funds without unnecessary scandals.
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EX SPORTS LAUNCHES GROUNDBREAKING 
DIGITAL COLLECTIBLE APP AT JU JITSU WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP

EX Sports continued its mission of bringing the wide world of sport into the digital era last 
week when it launched the first phase of its groundbreaking EX Sports StarZ app at the Ju Jit-
su World Championship in Abu Dhabi. A digital collectible platform hosted by Blockchain, this 
first version of the app enables fans to interact with their favorite ju jitsu athletes while also 
giving up-and-coming players support on their quest to achieve success in the sport.

The official launch of the StarZ app for ju jitsu athletes and fans marks the culmination of 
several months of work behind the scenes and is expected to be the first of many successful 
partnerships with different sporting federations around the world.
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The StarZ app was also well received by the participants in the Ju Jitsu World Championship. 
With demonstrations being provided throughout the ten-day tournament, ju jitsu athletes 
from over 80 countries reacted positively to the features, usability and benefits of the app. By 
having their own collectible, the athletes will be able to engage with their fans and generate 
support to help them with their career. The athletes can cash in any revenues they generate 
from their collectible cards to redeem services and products from within the Blockchain-
supported ecosystem.

Demonstrations of the StarZ app also proved popular with fans. By collecting digital cards 
of their favorite ju jitsu athletes, any fan can earn points and tokens, which can then be 
redeemed for various services and merchandise provided by the federation. There are also 
opportunities for fans to interact with any athlete whose collectible they hold.

Following the success of this first phase of its project, EX Sports is already planning to launch a 
Muaythai version of the StarZ app next month in conjunction with the International Federation 
of Muaythai Amateur (IFMA). The company then aims to add one more sport every month over 
the coming two years by working directly with the various sporting federations to create the 
ultimate platform for sports collectibles. 

The official launch of the StarZ app for ju jitsu athletes and fans marks the culmination of 
several months of work behind the scenes and is expected to be the first of many successful 
partnerships with different sporting federations around the world.

While EX Sports has been developing the mechanics of the app for over a year, the ambitious 
company took the first major step towards its official launch in May of this year when it 
presented a case study in partnership with the Ju Jitsu International Federation (JJIF) at the 
Sport Accord Convention in Australia. Having seen how well-received their concept was 
at the convention, EX Sports and the JJIF worked closely together to ensure the app could 
be launched at this year’s Ju Jitsu World Championship 2019. JJIF President, Panagiotis 
Theodoropoulos, expressed his delight when he said, “This is an exciting new dawn for ju jitsu, 
for the many aspiring athletes in our sport and for the fans. I’m sure we’ll see many more 
sports benefiting from this project before long.”
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